Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.133; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.2.
In the title compound, C 26 H 24 O 2 , the crowded naphthalene ring system is essentially planar [maximum deviation of 0.027 (2) Å for one of the C atoms of the unsubstituted ring]. In the crystal, molecules are connected by O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds into chains along the a axis. Pairs of the oppositely oriented chains are further cross-linked by O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming infinte bands of alternating R 4 4 (8) dimers and R 2 2 (14) motifs.
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[3-Hydroxymethyl-1,4-bis(4-methylphenyl)naphthalen-2-yl]methanol P. Narayanan, K. Sethusankar, M. Nandakumar and A. K. Mohanakrishnan Comment 1,4-Naphthalene derivatives are important synthones in preparation of polymers Tsukada et al.,1994) .
The title compound, C 26 H 24 O 2 , was synthesized from diethyl(1,4-di-p-tolylnaphthalene-2,3-dicarboxylate).
The naphthalene moiety is essentially planar with a maximum deviation of 0.027 (2) Å for atom C4. The X-ray study confirms the molecular structure and atom connectivity as shown in the Fig.1 . The naphthalene moiety forms dihedral angles of 72.91 (7)° and 69.58 (7)° with two adjacent benzene rings C11···C16 and C18···C23, respectively. Atoms O1 and O2 are rotated in opposite directions from the naphthalene plane, deviating by -1.227 (1)Å and 1.218 (1) Å, repectively (Nardelli, 1983) .
Hydrogen bonds O2-H2A···O1 connect adjacent molecules to form one-dimensional chains along crystallographic x axis. Pairs of the oppositely oriented chains are further cross-linked by O1-H1A···O2 hygrogen bonds forming infinite bands made of alternate R 4 4 (8) dimers and R 2 2 (14) graphset motifs (Bernstein et al. 1995) as shown in Fig.2 .
Experimental
LiAlH 4 (2.77 g, 73.01 mmol) in THF (100 ml) was added to an oven-dried flask. Diethyl(1,4-di-p-tolylnaphthalene-2,3-dicarboxylate) (15 g, 33.18 mmol) was dissolved in anhydrous THF (100 ml) and added dropwise to the LiAlH 4 solution. The reaction was stirred for 12 h at room temperature. The mixture was cooled to 273 K and quenched very slowly by addition of water (20 ml) and 10% HCl (20 ml). Dichloromethane (200 ml) was added to the mixture and then organic layer was separated and washed with water (2x100 ml). The solution was dried with Na 2 SO 4 and organic solvent was evaporated to give crude product. The crude product was purified by column chromotography to give the title compound (12 g) in 90%
yield as a white solid.
Refinement
Positions of hydrogen atoms were localized from the difference electron density maps and their distances were geometrically constrained. The H atoms of hydroxy groups were constrained to a distance of d(O-H) = 0.82 Å with Uiso(H) = 1.5Ueq(O).
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